THE MIDDLE AGES
poorer members, while the institution of almshouses antici-
pated one of the features of modern charity.  Throughout
the gild ordinances runs the conviction that those who had
served their fellow-men and had been 'of good rule' should
be cared for in their hour of need. The gilds also formed one
of the chief sources of education in the middle ages, for they
founded   and   maintained   many   free   grammar   schools.
Some famous schools are still supported by the London
livery companies, which thus carry on an honourable tradi-
tion. One gild, that of Corpus Christi, Cambridge, perpetu-
ated its memory by founding the college that bears its name.
In this way the voluntary efforts of artisans helped to kindle
the lamp of knowledge. Another purpose of the craft gild
was to determine all disputes between its members, and no
craftsman was allowed to take legal action against a brother
gildsman without leave of the fellowship. The prohibition
helped to strengthen the feeling of solidarity among the
gild brethren; and the same end was served by the principle
that none should seek an unfair advantage. It was strictly
forbidden to entice a servant away from his master or a
customer from a dealer,  or to offer more rent to gain
possession of a shop 'over the tenant's head.' If a master had
several journeymen he could be required to 'deliver' one to a
master who had none. A craftsman was expected to find
whatever work he could for a fellow-member who needed it.
The modern 'labour exchange' was foreshadowed in the
injunction that unemployed labourers should assemble with
tools in their hands at fixed hours and places where they
could be hired. These various ordinances afford a valuable
insight into the working of the mediaeval mind: they reflect
the spirit of mutual aid which sought to establish as nearly
as possible a condition of complete equality. Although the
craft gilds were close bodies which claimed a monopoly of
industry and put outsiders under grave disabilities,  yet
within their own ranks a democratic principle reproduced
the forces which were at work in the village community and
the gild merchant.
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